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Acipenseriformes

An Acipenseriform Fish Retaining an Ancient Body Plan

Sturgeons represent the living members of the order
Acipenseriformes and retain many characteristic features
of this ancient fish lineage. Fossils of Peipiaosteidae
discovered from Jurassic and Cretaceous deposits in
China provide important evidence for understanding the
early evolution of acipenseriform fishes. These Mesozoic
acipenseriforms already possessed characteristic features
such as an elongated snout, a heterocercal tail, and bony
plates, sharing many morphological traits with modern
sturgeons. The long evolutionary history of
Acipenseriformes demonstrates the diverse ways in which
ray-finned fishes have adapted to aquatic environments.



